


OUR MISSION
The mission of Covenant Day School is to assist the Christian family 
by providing an education marked by a biblical worldview, academic 

excellence, and affordability so that students are equipped to be salt and 
light for God’s glory.

OUR VISION
Covenant Day School is committed to becoming an exceptional, Christ-

centered, college preparatory school.  We will create an environment which 
develops lifelong learners, critical thinkers and problem solvers who will be 

actively engaged in the world as ambassadors for Christ.  Our appraised, 
innovative academic courses and comprehensive extracurricular offerings 

will be taught through the lens of truth found in the historic Christian 
faith by godly faculty and staff who are skilled educators and dedicated 

mentors.  Graduates will be prepared for matriculation into leading colleges 
and universities in order to live out their callings on the global stage.  Our 
distinctive sense of family, with a diverse community of students, families, 
friends, donors and alumni, will undergird these efforts necessary to bring 

excellence to every aspect of Covenant Day School, a ministry of Christ 
Covenant Church, for God’s glory.

OUR CORE VALUES
Christlikeness

Truth
Integrity

“We are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” 
2 Corinthians 10:5
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Dear Covenant Day School Community,

This past year the Covenant Day Board of Trustees concentrated 
on developing a Master Campus Plan to address facility needs 
for future generations of CDS students and families.  Much of the 
focus of the plan was on placing lower, middle, and high school 
students in facilities which would best suit their learning needs 
for today and tomorrow.  While there was a motivation to place 
all students in “permanent” classroom learning environments 
(vs. modular learning units), an even greater impetus was our 
commitment to being prepared to educate students in the 21st 
century.

As the board and subcommittees of the board contemplated 
facility needs, it became clear  that addressing the campus plan 
in phases was going to be essential.  Subsequently, the first 
phase of the Legacy campaign was born with the following vital 
components: to address the burgeoning demand for enrollment 
in our high school; to locate our middle school students in a 
facility which better matches their learning needs; to upgrade 
the learning environment for our lower school students; to build 
a new fitness space for athletics and physical education; to offer 
a dining hall experience for our lower school students; and to 
provide a facility for building and storing props for musical and 
theatrical productions.  

We chose the word Legacy for our campaign intentionally.  
Hearkening back to the late 14th century, the word legacy 
has spoken of people sent on a mission with images of called 
ambassadors coming to mind. As you peruse the contents of this 
brochure you will discover the possibilities for Legacy.  We deeply 
desire to partner with our parents at CDS to bring the best in 
a Christ-centered education to our students—learning infused 
with the mind of Christ while praying for our children to live lives 
as ambassadors for the King of Kings.  The Board of Trustees 
at CDS has enthusiastically embraced the Legacy campaign as 
an opportunity to place our students in learning environments 
which will foster exceptional learning, exemplify excellence in 
stewardship, and ultimately bring God glory and honor.

Sincerely,

Mark Davis
Head of School

IN THE BEGINNING...
It started with a great 
vision. Christ Covenant 
Church, along with a small 
group of men and women, 
was dedicated to the belief 
that both the heart and the 
mind of children are to be 
instructed by the Word of 
God. It was with only ten 
paid teachers, a handful 
of volunteers, and 149 
students in grades K-5 that 
Covenant Day opened its 
doors in August 1989. 

More than two decades 
later, Covenant Day 
School is continuing to 
benefit from the support 
and sacrifices of those 
pioneering parents. 
Students, families, and the 
Matthews community are 
being impacted today by 
the legacy of God’s willing 
servants years ago. 

In the last decade, 
Covenant Day has grown 
to more than 825 students, 
built its first high school, 
developed Warner Park 
Athletic Fields, created 
a strong financial aid 
program, established an 
internationally recognized 
aquaponics program, and 
much more. 

With God’s continued 
blessings, Covenant Day 
School anticipates having 
an even greater impact in 
the lives of students in the 
years to come. 

What legacy will you leave?



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

ANNABELLA

“The great teachers who make learning interesting and 
fun are my favorite part of CDS! I also love the cool 
specials classes like music, art, and PE.”

ODLIN

“There’s no way to explain how different my life is at 
Covenant Day.  When I first moved from Haiti, both the 
students and the teachers were kind and welcoming.  
The teachers took the time to get to know me and 
helped me work through things when I had a problem.  
Covenant Day has opened up many different paths my 
education can take me on.  I now have choices for my 
future. Covenant Day has resources and activities that 
make learning fun and challenging.  Most importantly, 
every day I learn something about God.”

HARRISON

“Covenant Day has given me the opportunity to learn in 
a small classroom environment and a chance to excel in 
my classes with excellent teachers.  CDS has given me the 
opportunity to grow to be a person of stronger character.  
My teachers are role models inside and outside of the 
classroom.”

Harrison has played a role in both middle and high school 
musicals at CDS including Singin’ in the Rain, Seussical 
Jr., Willy Wonka Jr., Mulan Jr., Beauty and the Beast, 
Cinderella Jr., and Curtains.



Davis Toney ’11

“CDS has made me into the man I am today. It served to create the very foundation of who I 
am. CDS means so much to me.  It enabled me to pursue the dreams I am currently chasing. 
It taught me many of the lessons and values that I now utilize as President of Clemson FCA, 
one of the largest student-led organizations in the nation. I could not be more thankful for the 
impact CDS has made on my life!”

CDS ALUMNI

In 2006, Covenant Day School celebrated its first graduating class. Today CDS alumni have 
made a positive impact at their colleges, churches, jobs, volunteer organizations, and 
throughout the world. Here are a few brief accounts of how students have benefited from a 
Covenant Day legacy.

“CDS gave me a wonderful foundation academically, socially, and spiritually. The academic foundation 
I received allowed me to succeed in college and beyond. I developed many good friends at CDS, many 
of whom I still consider to be my best friends today. I can still see how the Christian environment 
and instruction at CDS has helped me not only in thinking about theology, but also in applying the 
principles of Christianity practically in my everyday life.” Michael Woody ’06

“The teachers at CDS helped shape me as a student and as the woman I am today. I can never thank 
them enough for the impact they had on me. The academics at CDS are top notch and challenged me 
to take ownership of my education.” Laura Gennings ’09 

“Everything from my friends and family to what I do in my free time has been affected by my time at 
CDS. We were called to be more than just an athlete, actor, or student. Our teachers expected and 
pushed for us to achieve our very best.” KJ Fon-Ndikum ’13



THE MASTER PLAN

1  Worship Center
2  Community Life Center
3  Hospitality Room & Chapel
4  Meeting Rooms
5  Atrium
6  Christian Ed.
7  Multipurpose Gym/Christian Ed.
8  Playground
9  Covered Walk
10  Shelter
11  Leadership Center
12  Chapel
13  Covenant Commons
14  Lower School/Dining
15  Lower School Addition

16  High School
17  Theater/Performing Arts
18  Gym/Athletics
19  Middle School
20  Middle School Gym
21  Dining and Arts Addition
22  Maintenance
23  Campus Outreach
24  SOAR Fields
25  Fullwood/HWY 51 Signage
26  Covered Drop-Off
27  Wayfinding Signage
28  Campus Perimeter Design
29  Harbor Addition/Renovation
30  Fitness Room Addition

School - Existing

School - Proposed

Church - Existing

Church - Proposed

SITE KEY

Phase 1 Building



AT A GLANCE
PHASE I STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

$14,000,000 
Legacy is the capital campaign to provide the financial 

foundation for Phase I of the school’s portion of the 
master plan. Through prayerful deliberations, the CDS 
Board has determined that the most compelling need 
for our school is to provide excellent classroom spaces 
for all of our students in grades TK-12.  This strategic 

priority means that the focus of the campaign is to raise 
funds in support of these three initiatives:

Build a new facility to support a high 
school of 450+ students

Constructing a new high school will provide space for 
450+ students. The new facility of approximately 56,000 
square feet will allow for optimal growth in the size of 
the high school student body and overall development 

of our curricular and co-curricular programs.

Relocate our middle school into the 
current high school building

Moving our middle school into the current high school 
building will provide larger classroom spaces, wider 

hallways, excellent science labs, guidance space, and 
a media center for our middle school students.  We 

also have a growing need to develop our middle and 
high school PE and athletic programs, and as a result a 

fitness room addition will be built here.

Eliminate the modular classrooms

Providing permanent classroom space for our lower 
school students will help maintain our vision for a 

comprehensive and innovative Christian education.  The 
construction of the new high school and relocation of 

the middle school will enable Building B and Building C 
to be utilized for all lower school classroom instruction 

and will eliminate the need for modular classrooms. 
In addition, Building C will have improvements made 
to the Harbor for theater/music program needs and 
to the current Fireplace Room for dining hall needs. 

Building B will receive some cosmetic upgrades and the 
lower school playground will be relocated to be more 

accessible to our lower school students.  Future Phase II 
plans for the lower school include the construction of a 
new, two-story addition to Building C, moving all lower 

school students under one roof.



HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COMMONS

HIGH SCHOOL FIRST FLOOR

HIGH SCHOOL SECOND FLOOR



FITNESS ROOM ADDITION

LOWER SCHOOL DINING HALL & HARBOR ADDITION



leg·a·cy, n. - anything handed down from the past, as from an ancestor or predecessor 

Dear Covenant Day School Community,

Each of us has been the recipient of a legacy during our lifetimes, and we can reflect on how others who have 
come before us have influenced our lives.  The Legacy campaign for Covenant Day School gives everyone in 
the Covenant Day community an exciting opportunity to impact the lives of our own children today, and to 
leave a legacy for those students and families who someday will join the CDS family.

We are beginning our sixth year as Covenant Day parents.  Our three daughters all have graduated within the 
last three years, and our son Matthew is a current 9th grader.  We can affirm that Covenant Day School lives 
out its mission to walk alongside the family as we each prepare our children for life beyond our homes.  The 
instruction and mentoring that our girls received – in the classroom, through the performing arts, and on the 
athletic field – was instrumental in preparing them to face the academic rigor and social environment of col-
lege.   We are thankful for the firm foundation that the school helped us to lay in their formative years – ac-
ademically, socially, and spiritually.   Looking ahead, we are energized by the planned changes and additions 
to our physical campus that will strengthen, enrich, and expand our school’s program from TK through 12th 
grade and ensure that the school’s legacy will live on.

Simply stated, we are passionate in our support of the Legacy campaign because Covenant Day has been 
good for our children – good for their minds, and equally good for their hearts.  We want to see this blessing 
preserved for our son, for your children, and for future generations.  Please join us in this vital kingdom work 
as we build further on the 25-year legacy of this vibrant and impactful ministry.

Sincerely,

Mary Ruth and Rennie Faulkner
Parent Chairs, Legacy Campaign





LEAVING A LASTING

LEGACY
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